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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 , (Currently Amended) A method for annotating instant text m essages in an instant 

messaging system f or communication within an interconnected n^ork of computers comprising: 
establishing by at least some of the network of computers a connection to [[a]] said instant 
messaging system s crvioc adapted to provide users with a recording comprising a one or more 
moagagca for viewing; 

providing to a plurality of users by said instant messaging system a graphical user interface 
comprising a recording field: 

displaying in said recording field for viewing bv said users a chat record comprising one or 
more instant text messages firom a currently ongoing instant text messaging session: 

directly i nputting handwritten stroke information message objects into a message 
anywhere within &e said.recording field t o thereby aimotate said pne or more instant text 
messag es in said chat record: , said messaging flcrvioo 

distributing by said instant messaging system s aid annotated one or more instant text 
messag es for viewing by said plurality of users in said recordin g field to other users . 

2: (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein 

said message objects are IM object s; and said message is an IM record s 

3. (Previously Presented) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 further 
comprising copying a plurality of messages fi'om other applications. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 wherein said 
messaging s&F/iee system i s of a peer-to-peer type. 

5. (Original) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 , further comprising 
forwarding said handwritten stroke information to at least one participant. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein 
said messaging s&viee system u pdates [[a]] chat r ecord of all said current messages for 
distribution to, and handwritten stroke information annotation by, users of said messaging system 

said method further comprising appending said handwritt^ stroke information onto m 
existing said chat r ecord. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 , wherein 
said establishing said connection is initiated by a first of a plurality of said usms of said messaging 
system s^'N^ee. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 7, wherein 
further cemprising; 

providing a said g raphical user interface for aoid uo ot comprises and said graphical uacr 
interface including a handwritten stroke input field. 

9. (Original) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 8, whw'etn said graphical 
user interface comprises an awareness field. 
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10. (Original) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 8, wherein said graphical 
user interface comprises a text input field. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 0, further 
comprising entering text into said text input field wherein said text is associated with said message 
objects for transmission to said messagin g system scrvico . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 8 further 
comprising entering handwritten stroke information into said handwritten stroke input field 
wherein said handwritten stroke information is associated with said message objects for 
transmission to said messaging system 9 ^v4ee. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 8, further 
comprising logging and displaying a complete history of said messages in_saidjarrecording field of 
said graphical user interface. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 13, wherein 
any one of said messages contains at least one URL for providing location information of an 
associated said message objects in said recordin g field . 

15. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 14, wherein 
each of said plurality of users may navigate through said recording field to said associated said 
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message objects by selecting said at least one URL whereby said associated said message objects 
are displayed to said plurality of users. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 5, further 
comprising: 

annotating of said instant text m essages in said recording field by any of said plurality of 
users; and using said hyperlink for alerting said plurality of users of said annotation. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 6, wherein 
said annotating comprises: 

a) navigating to a desired said message object ef in said recordingJ|eld; 

b) selecting the desired said message to be annotated; and 

c) adding new handwritten stroke information message objects to said recoTding.fi^. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 3, further 
comprising searching said recor ding field based on user selected criteria. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A computer program product comprising: 

a computer usable medium having computer readable program code embodied therein for 
annotating instant text m essages in an instant messaging system f or communication within an 
interconnected network of con4>uters, the computer readable program code in said computer 
program product comprising: 

first computer readable program code for causing the computer to: 
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a) establish a connection to [[a]] said instant m essaging servic e sYStro Ladaptcd to 
provide uocrg with a recording compriaing ono or more mesgagca for viewing ; 

b) provide to a plurality of users via said instant messaging system a graphical user 
interface comprising a recording field: 

c) display in said recording field for viewing bv said users a chat record commising 
one or more instant text messages bom a currently ongoing instant text messaging session: 

[[b]] d) receiye directly i nput handwritten stroke information message objects into a 
moooago anywh^ within sdd.recording field t o thereby annotate said one or mor e instant text 
messag es in said chat record: frJl 

c) distribute via said ins tant Tneg^^i aging system s aid annotated one or more text 
messag es for viewing by said plurality of users in said recording fidd to other uacra . 



20. (Cuirently Amended) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in 
Claim 19, wherein: 

said message objects are IM objectst-an^ 
said mesaago is on IM rcoord . 

21 . (Previously Presented) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in 
Clarni 19, further comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to copy a 
plurality of messages from other applications. 
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22. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 1 9, 
further comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to forward said 
handwritten stroke information to at least one participant. 

23. (Currently Am^ided) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in 
Claim 19, further comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to append 
said handwritten stroke information onto on e xisting said chat record. 

24. (Currently Amended) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in 
Claim 19, comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to allow said 
establishing said connection to be initiated by a first of a plurality of users of said messaging 
system sefviee. 

25. (Currently Amended) The computer pi ogram product for messaging as claimed in 
Claim 24y comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to: 

a) provide said user a graphiool usCT interface; 

b>'include a handwritten stroke input field in said graphical user interface. 

26. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 25, 
comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to provide an awareness 
field. 
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27. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 25, 
comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to provide a text input field. 

28. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 27, 
comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to make text entered into 
said text input field a part of said message objects. 



29. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 25, 

i 

I comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to make handwritten stroke 

information entered into said handwritten stroke iiiput field a part of said message objects. 



3 0. (Currently Amended) The computer progranci product for messaging as claimed in 

Claim 25, comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to provide a 
enable said r ecording field in said graphical user interface to.fef log^g and displayiag a 
complete history of said messages. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in 
Claim 30, comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to place in any 
one of said messages at least one URL for providing location information of an associated said 
message objects in said recording field . 

32. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 31, 
comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to provide each of said 
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plurality of users the capability to navigate through said recording field to said associated said 
message objects by clicking on said at least one URL wherry said associated said message 
objects are displayed to said each of said plurality of users. 

33. (Original) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 32, 
comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to: 

provide the c^ability of aimotation of said messages in said recording field by any of said 
plurality of users; and 

alert said plurality of users of said annotation by said hyperlink. 

34. (Currently Amended) The computer program product for messaging as claimed in 
Claim 33, comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to provide the 
following capabilities in said annotation: 

a) navigation to a desired said message object of in said recording field: 

b) selection of the desired said message to be annotated; and» 

c) addition of new handwritten stroke infimnation message objects te in.said recording 

field. 



35. (Currently amended) The compute program product for messaging as claimed in Claim 
30, comprising computer readable program code for causing the computer to provide searching of 
said recor ding field based on user selected criteria. 
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3 6. (Currently Amended) 



A system for annotating instant text m essages in an instant 



messaging system f or communication within an interconnected network of computers comprising: 

a) means for establishing a connection to [[a]] said instant m essaging agtemjs^Fviee 
a dapt e d - to - provid e us o rs with a recording comprising one or more m e soagos for vi e wing ; 



b^ means for providing to a plurality of users a graphical use r interface comprising a 
recording field: 

c) means for displavinp in said recording field for viewing bv said us ers a chat record 
comprising one or more instant text messages from a currently on going instant text messaging 



d) means for directly i nputting handwritten stroke information message objects i nto a 
m e ssag e anywhere within the said r ecording field t o thereby annotate said one ore more text 
messag es in said chat record: and 

^ elmeans for distributing said annotated one or more instant text m essages for viewing 
by said plurality of users in said recordi ng field to other uflers . 



session: 



37. 



(Currently Amended) 



Hie system for messaging as claimed in Claim 36^ wherein: 



said message objects are IM objectST^md 



said message io an IM record - 



38. 



(Previously Presented) 



The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 36 further 



comprising means for copying a plurality of messages firom other applications. 
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39. (Currently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 36, wherein 
said messaging semee system u pdates a record of all said cunrent messages for distribution to, and 
handwritt«i stroke information annotation by, us^ of said messaging service, said system further 
comprising means for forwarding said handwritten stroke information to at least one participant, 

40. (Cxirrently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 36, further 
comprising means for appmding said handwritten stroke information onto on e xisting said chat 
recordifig. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 36, fiirther 
comprising means for connecting, when initiated by a first of a plurality of users of said messaging 
system s orvio e. 

42. (Currently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 41 , furttier 
comprising: 

moons for providing a graphiool uoor intorfaoe to ooid us e r; and 

means for including a handwritten stroke input field in said graphical user interface. 

43. (Original) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 42, comprising means for 
providing an awareness field. 

44. (Original) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 42, comprising means for 
inputting text 
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45. (Original) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 44, comprising means for 
making said text a part of said message objects. 

46. (Original) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 42, comprising means for 
making handwritten stroke infomiation a part of said message objects. 

47. (Currently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Qaim 42, 
comprising means for providing a rooording field in ooid graphical uoor inteafaco for login and 
displaying a complete history of said messages. 

48. (Currently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 47, 
comprising means for providing location information of an associated said message objects of any 
one of said messages in said recording^figlsl. 

49. (Original) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 48, comprising means for 
providing for each of said plurality of users, quick navigation tfarou^ said recording field to said 
associated said message objects, whereby said associated said message objects are displayed to 
said each of said plurality of users. 

50. (Original) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 49, comprising: 
means for annotating of said messages in said recording field by any of said plurality of users; 
means for alerting said plurality of users of said annotation. 
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5 1 . (Currently Amended) The system for messaging as claimed in Claim 50, 
comprising: 

means for navigating to-bva user to a d esired said message object ef iiLsaid recording 

field; 

means for selecting die desired said message for annotation by said user; and 
means for adding said new handwritten stroke information message objects to said 
recordin g field . 

52. (Currently Am^ed) TTie system for messaging as claimed in Claim 47, 
comprising mean^ for search of said record ing field based on user selected search criteria. 

53. (Currently Amended) A method for annotating instant text m essages in an instant 
messaging system f or commimicatioa within an intercoimected network of computers comprising: 

establishing bv at least some of the network of computers a connection to [[a]] said instant 
messaging system g crvioo odoptod to provide uscars with a recording comprising a one or more 
messag e s for viewing ; 

providing to a plurality of users bv said instant messaging system a graphical u ser intoface 
comprising a recording field: 

displaying in said recording field for viewing bv said users a chat record co mprising one or 
more instant text messages firom a currently ongoing instant text messaging session: 

directly i nputting information message objects i nto a mooooge anywhere within fee said 
recordin g field to thereby annotate said one or more instant text m essag es in said chat record:^^ 
mooouging gervioe 
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distributing by said instant messaping system s aid annotated one or more instant text 
messag es for viewing by said plurality of users in said recordin g field to otfaor uacrfl 

54. (Original) The method for messaging as claimed in Claim 53, further comprising: 

a. inputting said information message objects wherein said information comprises speech; 

b. annotating said information message objects wherein said annotating comprises speech, 

55. (Original) The method for messaging as daimed in Claim 53, further comprising: 

a. inputting said information message objects wherein said information comprises gestures; 

b. annotating said information message objects wherein said annotating comprises 
gestures. 
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